Preface

Mother-child interaction and attachment
have high priority on the agenda of Dutch
policy makers and scientific fund raisers.
In 1986 the Dutch Ministry of Education
acknowledged the importance of funda-
mental research of caregiver-child inter-
action and invested Dfl 3.000.000,- for a
nation-wide Dutch research project,
called ‘Experimental longitudinal re-
search on caregiver-child relationships’
(ELO). The basic goal was to experimen-
tally test the core hypothesis of classic
attachment theory: the sensitivity-attach-
ment hypothesis, stating that mother’s
sensitive responsiveness determines at-
tachment security. The large-scale, inter-
University, ELO-project stimulated the
scientific discussions and the search for
relevant empirical data on core questions
of research into early mother-child inter-
action and attachment, resulting in sev-
eral publications (among which five in-
terconnected dissertations).

Thanks to a generous grant of the
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences an international colloquium
could be organized in 1995, to enable the
presentation of the results of the ELO-
project to the international community of
developmental psychologists, and to dis-
cuss theoretical and methodological im-
plications with internationally recognized
experts in research of early mother-child
interaction and attachment. We are most
grateful for the willingness of our col-
leagues from the USA and from several
European countries to travel to the Neth-
erlands, to present their theoretical per-
spectives as well as their recent research
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data, and to comment on the Dutch stud-
ies.

This book offers the results of the col-
loquium. It exists of the written versions
of the presentations by the invited ex-
perts, as well as of a series of short re-
ports based on the posters displayed and
discussed during the colloquium. The
structure and the ‘plot’ of the book are
described in the first chapter, written by
the organizers. We hope that this book
will contribute to the progressive devel-
opment of theory, methodology, and re-
search of early mother-child interaction
and attachment.

We wish to express our gratitude for
the financial support by the Royal Neth-
erlands Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Without this support the organization of
the colloquium or the publication of this
book would not have been possible. We
also thank the Netherlands Institute for
the Study of Education and Development
(ISED) for an additional grant, facilitat-
ing international correspondence and ad-
ministrative activities. We are most
grateful for the cooperation of all partici-
pants of the colloquium, whose contribu-
tions (and names) are included in this
volume. We furthermore like to thank the
following colleagues for the excellent
role they played as chairs of seven differ-
ent ‘modules’ of the colloquium: Prof.dr
G. Bremner (Lancaster University, U.K),
Prof.dr L.Camaioni (Universita degli
Studi di Roma, Rome, Italy), Prof.dr K.E.
Grossmann (Universitdt Regensburg,
Regensburg, Gemany), Prof.dr J.B.
Hopkins (Lancaster University, U.K.),
Prof.dr H. Keller (Universitit Osnabriick,
Germany), Dr J.H.L.Oud (Katholieke
Universiteit Nijmegen, Nijmegen, The
Netherlands) and Prof.dr M.G. Pecheux



(Université René Descartes Paris v, Paris,
France).

Our final expression of thanks is for
Mrs Manita Kooy from the Royal Acad-
emy, who did a marvelous job as the local
arrangements chair, and for Mrs Regina
van Groningen from the Department of
Developmental Psychology, Vrije
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Universiteit, Amsterdam, The Nether-
lands, for her able and patient preparation
of the manuscripts for the publisher.
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