





of secure base behavior in the second or
third year (Waters et al., 1990). Our find-
ings support their view. At 13 months the
hospitalized CLP children did not suc-
ceed in maintaining behavioral organiza-
tion under stressful conditions. As a mat-
ter of fact, they seemed less able in doing
so than the younger children participating
in this research.

It should be noted, however, that the
alternative view on attachment develop-
ment of Waters et al. cannot account for
the comparatively better organized reac-
tions of the younger group. So, the next
issue we are facing is, why the older chil-
dren were less successful in this respect.
In this context, the position of avoidance
in the developing repertoire of behaviors
should probably be (re)considered. In our
opinion, avoidance may be an important
mechanism of emotion regulation from
early infancy onwards. For instance, gaze
or face aversion is a well-known means
of arousal modulation in early face-to-
face interaction (Brazelton, Koslowski &
Main, 1974; Cohn & Tronick, 1987
Stern, 1974). During the second half of
the first year, the growing preference for
the primary caregiver(s) and fear of being
separated from them, however, triggers
behaviors contradictory to avoidance.
These developments require renewed or-
ganization. For the younger children in
our study who were hospitalized at 9.5
months of age, the avoidant response to
hospitalization probably was less accom-
panied by contradictory attachment be-
haviors simply because on average these
competing behaviors were less developed
than in the later admitted group.
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