





PLATE IV

, grayt von Haast, Leiden Museum reg. no. 1638, lateral and ventral view, and dorsal view of head. One fourrteenth natural size.
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tinge was visible. The black was interrupted by numerous splashes and
smears, of irregular shape and distribution, and of a lighter colour. The
colour was not appreciably lighter on the belly than above. Certain
parts were grey, namely the anterior edges of the tail-flukes, part of
the lower jaw (which was partly white) and the upper jaw, which had
white edges. 1914, 43, a female, was black above, leaden-grey below;
and 1916, 21, which was probably a female, from the evidence of its
concealed teeth, was described as black with a white lower surface”.

In connexion with voN HaAAST’s remarks cited above it is interesting
that the lateral parts of the specimen of Mesoplodon grayi stranded on
the Dutch coast had a brownish grey colour. In other respects there are
differences, but these are of minor importance when compared to the
very strong variation in colour observed in Mesoplodon bidens.
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