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PlETER H A R T I N G 

1812-1885 

Halting was born in Rotterdam in 1812, the son of a tobacco mer
chant. From 1823 to 1828, he attended secondary school in Elburg, 
a small town in Gelderland, hi 1828 he matriculated at the university 
of Utrecht to study medicine. There he attended the lectures of G.J. 
Mulder hi chemistry, G. Moll in physics, and J.L.C. Schroeder van 
der Kolk in physiology. His study was intemipted from November 
1830 to October 1831 when he was in the army that fought against 
the Belgians in their stnjggle for independence, hi 1835 he obtained 
his medical doctorate, and two years later his doctorate in obstetrics, 
both from the University of Utreclit. 

By this time, Harting had already settled in Oudewater, where he 
had a small practice. Here he began making and improving scientific 
instruments: a microscope and a pair of scales. He used these instiii-
ments in his own scientific research, especially in chemistry and biol
ogy, which resulted in a number of publications, hi 1837 he married 
Catharina Suzanna Goetzee, who bore him two sons and two daugh
ters. 

In 1841 Harting was appointed to the chair of botany, chemisti-y, 
and pharmacology at the Athenaeum of Franeker in Friesland. hi his 
inaugural oration of 1842 he recommended the use of the micro
scope to every student of nature. The Franeker episode did not last 
long: the Athenaeum was closed in 1843. Its professors received ap
pointments at other universities. As a result, Harting became extraor
dinary professor in the faculty of mathematics and physics of the 
University of Utrecht. An ordinarius professorship followed in 1846. 
At Utrecht, Harting lectured on phaimacology, plant physiology, 
comparative anatomy and zoology. He also published a few geologi
cal studies on soil conditions. In 1856 he became director of the 
Zoological Museum, and from 1858 onwards he concentrated his 
researches on zoological topics. 

Harting's interest in microscopy resulted in the four-volume Het 
miaoscoop, deszelfs gebruik, geschiedenis en tegmwoordige toestand (The Micro
scope, its use, histoiy and current condition) (1848-1854). The first 
three volumes of this standard work were quickly translated into 
German. His wide-ranging zoological, physiological, and anthropo
logical researches dealt, among other things, with shipwoiins, which 
were a continuous threat to the Dutjch dikes. He became the moving 
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force of a special research commission of the Royal Academy of Aits 
and Sciences to study these animals. Its results were published from 
1860 to 1871. Harting's main publication in zoology was the three-
volume Leerboek van de groiidbegimelm der dierkunde (Textbook of the first 
principles of zoology) (1862-1870). In 1874 he was in charge of the 
establishment of a Dvitch subsection at the inteniational Zoological 
Station at Naples, and in 1876 he founded a movable zoological 
station to be used in the Netherlands. 

Because he believed that scientific knowledge was the basis of 
civilization, Halting was veiy interested in the popularization of sci
ence. For that reason he started, together with D. Lubacli, the popu
lar scientific journal Album der jVatiiur in 1852 and served as one of its 
editors until his death. Both in the Leerboek and in the Album Harting 
advocated the new evolutionary theory of Darwin. Halting was ac
tive in other social and political fields as well. He advocated crema
tion and opposed spiritism and alcoholism, argued for support of the 
Boer republic of Transvaal and against the lack of civil rights of the 
Jews in Russia. He retired from his chair in 1882 and died three 
years later in Rotterdam. »ĵ  

Primary works 

Poggendorff, vol. 1, 1021-1023; vol. 3, 591. Extensive bibliographies in 
Hubrecht, 'Harting', Buys Ballot, 'Levensbericht', and a list of his 
most important writings hi J.G. van Cittert-Eymers, DSB (see below); 
P. Halting, Das Mikroskj)p (Amsterdam: B.M. Israel, 1970; reprint of 
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(Amsterdam: Noord-Hollandsche Uitgeversmaatschappij, 1961). 
Manuscripts in the Harting Archive, Utrecht University Museum. 
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A.A.W. Hubrecht, 'Pieter Harting herdacht', Jaarboek der Koninklijke 
Akademk van Wetenschappen (1888) 1-35, practically complete bibliogra
phy on pp. 36-60; C.H.D. Buys Ballot, 'Levensbericht van Pieter 
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Leiden (1886-1887) 149-175, with a chronological list of writings; H.F. 
Jonkman, 'Reter Harting', Mannen van beteekenis in onze dagen (Haar
lem: Tjeenk Willink, 1886) 319-366; PJ. Vinken, 'Donders en La
marck', Proceedings of the Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschap
pen. Series C, Biological and Medical Sciences 66 (1963) 1-35 (also on 
Halting); P.J. Vinken, 'Pieter Harting en de afstamming van de 
mens', Proceedings qftfie Komnklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen.. 
Series C, Biological and Medical Sciences 66 (1963) 383-389; W.Ph. Cool-
haas, 'De Nisero-kwestie. Professor Harting en Gladstone', Bijdragen 
en Mededelingen van het Historisch Genootschap 78 (1964) 271-325; L. Cof-
feng, 'Het Album der Natuur. Popularisering van de natuui"weten-
scliap in een tijdschrift uit de eerste [sic!] helft van de negentiende 
eeuw', Groniek 27 (1994) 52-66; K. van Berkel, 'De beoefening van de 
wetenschapsgeschiedenis in Nederland in de tweede helft van de 
negentiende eeuw', Gewina 18 (1995) 181-191; B. Theunissen, '"Een 
warm hart en een koel lioofd". Pieter Harting over wetenschap, de 
iiatie en de vooruitgang', Bijdragen en Atededelingen betreffende de 
geschiedenis der Nederlanden 110 (1995) 473-498. 

DMB, 785-787; J.G. van Cittert-Eymers, in: DSB, vol. 6, 137-138; 
J.C. Ramaer, hi: NNBW, vol. 9, 322-325. 
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